
	  
 
  

FOUNDERS
Nancy Becker

Adriana Mnuchin

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
K. Ann McDonald, President

Jane Hewett Cooney, Chairman of the Board
Peter Cobb, Treasurer

Susan D. Ralston, Vice President
Linda Allard

Nancy Becker, President Emeritus
Alyce Faye Cleese

James M. Grant
Maryann Hedaa

Ellen Kelson
Sven Krogius

Troland S. Link
Renee Lucier

Adriana Mnuchin, Chairman Emeritus
Lowell Rubin

Carrie Schoenfeld
Ellen Sporn

Barbara Stimmel
Joanna Anderson, Honorary

Stephen Daldry, Honorary
Elizabeth Ireland McCann, Honorary

David Richenthal, Honorary
 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Jane Hewett Cooney 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Michael Sexton

EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
Rhys McClelland

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Christine Baranski

Brian Bedford
Claire Bloom
Philip Bosco
Zoe Caldwell

Alan Cumming
Dame Judi Dench

Ralph Fiennes
Sir Peter Hall

Jeffrey Horowitz
Dana Ivey

Sir Derek Jacobi
Michael Kahn

Mark Lamos
Geraldine McEwan

Christopher Plummer
Maria Tucci

ACADEMIC ADVISORS
Prof. Harold Bloom,

Hon. Chairman, Yale University
Prof. Marjorie Garber,

Harvard University
Prof. Michael Goldman,

Princeton University
Prof. Stephen Greenblatt,

Harvard University
Prof. David Scott Kastan,

Yale University
Prof. Richard McCoy,

Queens College
The Graduate Center CUNY

Prof. Thomas Pendleton,
Iona College

Prof. Gerald Pinciss,
Hunter College

Prof. James Shapiro,
Columbia University

Prof. Helen Vendler,
Harvard University

191 Seventh Avenue, Suite 2S, New York, NY 10011 
tel: 212.967.6802 | fax: 212.967.6806 | www.shakespearesociety.org

May 2, 2017 
 
 
Dear Member: 
 
As we informed you in our e-blast last week, we are calling a meeting 
of all members of record as of April 28, 2017 (the Members Meeting) – 
now set for May 24th, 2017– to seek your approval of some essential 
changes in the formal governance structure of the Shakespeare Society 
(the Society). We need your vote on a revised set of by-laws that will 
give the Board of Directors of the Society full and sole authority to 
make decisions for the Society. We also need your vote to confirm as 
Board members those individuals who currently are functioning in 
such roles. 
 
Enclosed you will find a formal Notice of Meeting and several other 
documents that relate to the Members Meeting and to the process by 
which you can vote as a Member even if you are not able to attend 
the meeting. Please read The Meeting and Voting Process section of 
this note to learn how best to proceed. It is matter of great urgency 
that you vote on these matters since without a quorum of a majority 
of the members, the vote will not be effective. 
 
The Members Meeting is taking place in the context of discussions 
between the Society and The Public Theater (The Public). As many of 
you know, The Public's commitment to Shakespeare is a part of its 
DNA (its legal name is the New York Shakespeare Festival). Its 
Shakespeare in the Park at the Delacorte Theater and touring Mobile 
Unit productions are only two examples of the many ways The Public 
demonstrates its commitment to making excellent Shakespeare 
accessible to all New Yorkers. Through its proposed partnership with 
the Society, The Public seeks to reaffirm this commitment and expand 
its Shakespeare offerings by taking on our highly respected 
programming. 
 
We have not yet reached the stage of negotiating a definitive 
agreement with The Public but we are optimistic that we are headed in 
that direction. Final plans and a definitive agreement would need to be 
approved by the Boards of both The Public and the Society, and our
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 Board will need to have full authority to give such approval. The Society would be 
holding this meeting in any event to elect directors and amend the Society’s by-laws, 
and it is particularly important that we receive your votes to get this done now.  
 
As we described in our e-blast, one of the major goals of our negotiations with The 
Public has been to provide our members with access to similar member events after 
they become part of The Public’s offerings. A summary of the proposed continuing 
membership benefits currently under discussion if the partnership with The Public goes 
forward next season is contained in the enclosed documents – particularly Exhibit A to 
the Notice of Meeting. 
 
We will be happy to answer any questions you have about the proposed transaction 
with The Public, the background of the need to have this meeting, how the meeting and 
voting process will work, or any other related matter. Contact information is included 
at the end of this note. 
 
The Meeting and Voting Process 
 
As the formal Notice of Meeting states, the meeting will be held at The Players Club, 16 
Gramercy Park South, New York, NY 10003 on May 24th at 6pm. Exhibit A, also 
included, provides background information about the purposes of the Members 
Meeting and the discussions with The Public that are important elements of the context 
in which it takes place.  
 
Also as part of the enclosed documents, in addition to the Notice of Meeting and 
Exhibit A, you will find: 

 
A copy of the Amended and Restated By-Laws of the Society that will be 
voted on at the meeting; 
 
A Proxy Card, which enables you to cast your vote without attending the 
meeting. 
 

We are sending these materials to help you decide how to vote with respect to the 
matters to be considered at the Members Meeting. The materials contain important 
information about the matters to be considered at the Members Meeting. You should 
read them carefully and in their entirety.   

 
Proxy procedure: After you have carefully read the materials, you may simply sign the 
proxy appointing two of the current Board members to vote on your behalf (Peter Cobb 
and Susan Ralston), or you may indicate on your proxy card how you want to vote on 
the two matters at issue: 
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1. The election of 17 Directors – you may vote either for the whole slate 

(recommended) or by individual Director 
2. The adoption of new By-Laws of the Society  

 
Then date, sign and return your proxy as soon as possible following the instructions set 
forth on the proxy card.  Sending in your proxy in advance will help us to make sure we 
have a quorum, and will allow you to vote whether or not you attend. You may still 
attend the Members Meeting in person even after you return your proxy card and you 
may vote in person whether or not you have previously executed a proxy. 

 
For the vote at the meeting to be effective, we will need a quorum present in person 
or by proxy at the meeting.  For this purpose, a quorum is a majority of the members 
entitled to vote and we will need an affirmative vote of at least a majority of the votes 
cast at the meeting.  Thus, it is critical that each of you find a way to cast your vote – 
by proxy or in person. 

 
We hope you share our enormous excitement about the future of the Society and its 
programs.   
 
With great gratitude for your support, 
 
The Shakespeare Society Leadership Team 
 

Ann McDonald – amcdonald@rmc-llp.com; (212) 953-3889 
 
Jane Cooney – jehcooney@gmail.com 
 
Peter Cobb – petervzcobb@me.com 
 
Michael Sexton – msexton@shakespearesociety.org; (212) 967-6802 
 

 
 
 
   


